
                              Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

             Thursday, March 20th, 2014 Special Meeting Minutes 

                4:00 PM- Municipal Center Assembly Room- Southington, CT 

  

Members Present: All regular members were present with the exception of Miss Miceli 

and Miss Sica. Also in attendance was David Lavallee, Assistant Southington Town 

Planner.  

 

Chair Urillo called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM. Miss Urillo thanked the Open Space 

Committee for their efforts on the Crescent Lake Forest Management Plan and distributed  

Certificates of Special Recognition for such efforts from US Senator Richard Blumenthal. 

Mr. Blumenthal was a guest speaker at the Connecticut Land Conservation Conference 

attended by Miss Urillo, Miss Sica, Director of Planning and Community Development 

Rob Phillips, and Assistant Town Planner David Lavallee. The Town was fortunate 

enough to receive the 2014 Excellence in Conservation Award from the Connecticut 

Land Conservation Council for the Crescent Lake project. 

 

The first order of business was to approve minutes from January 16
th

’s regular meeting.  

Commissioner Pocock made a motion to approve the minutes; Commissioner Brumback 

Seconded, motion passed with all in favor. 

 

Secondly, the annual Earth Day Walk sponsored by the Open Space Committee will take 

place at Crescent Lake for a ribbon cutting for the new kiosk crafted by the Parks 

Department. The walk will take place on April 26
th

 at 10:30 a.m. 

 

The next item on the agenda was an update from Mr. Lavallee on the Forestry 

Management Plan for Crescent Lake drafted by UCONN Professor Tom Worthley. Mr. 

Lavallee indicated that two Foresters whom the Committee invited to give presentations 

on their proposals for implementation of the plan are in attendance and will speak. The 

first Forester to present was Eric Hansen from Ferrucci and Walicki, LLC. This firm has 

over 30 years’ experience in forest management and its clients include the Southington 

and New Britain Water Departments; both of which control large holdings of woodlands. 

Eric indicated that his firm specializes in forest management plan implementation and 

that he looks forward to working with us to meet the various challenges that may arise 

while conducting such a project. Some of the typical concerns encountered on sites where 

the public has access are the interaction between the public and machinery, trail integrity 

maintenance, and esthetics. The most reasonable and effective approach to this particular 

Forest Management Plan according to Mr. Hanson would be to conduct an up-front 

invasives management plan on 30 or so acres South of the lake prior to the timber 

harvest. The access to the North is bit more questionable; however, neighboring 

properties could be approached for allowing a one-time access/egress. Once the area(s) 

are treated, a selective harvest would then be conducted and any profit would be put 

towards covering the cost of the invasives removal. A particular approach that may be 

effective for forest regeneration on site would be a patch clear cut of an acre or so to 

encourage young Aspen trees to regenerate. This would allow for diversity of tree species 

and bring fast, new growth to the area cut. Mr. Berkmoes asked about the Eastern Ash 



Borer that affects the Ash trees on site. Mr. Hansen stated that he would recommend 

removal of most of the Ash trees while they are still economically viable.  

 

The next step in the process if Mr. Hansen is selected would for him to give a detailed 

explanation of the harvest. A useful tool would be to combine a timber harvest with one 

or both of the Water Companies (Southington and New Britain) to have a bulk sale which 

typically interests buyers more. Another profitable technique used in some management 

plans would be to offer a raffle for a few cords of wood for locals to come in and cut 

themselves or remove the tops of trees already cut.  

 

At this point in time, Mr. Hansen asked if there were any other questions; Mr. Borowy 

asked what his approach to the sensitive receptors on site (wetlands, the lake) would be. 

A 100’ buffer from the lake would likely be integrated into the plan as well as a flagging 

of the wetlands. The use of erosion controls on trails would be a good idea too.  

 

The next Forester to speak was Jeremy Clark. Mr. Clark represents his own namesake 

company. Many of the points were reiterated by Mr. Clark as well as his ability to mark 

the boundary of the property as a separate service. Mr. Clark spoke at length about 

invasives control as well, indicating that there are various means by which the plants and 

vines could be controlled. The less expensive option would be mechanical control by 

hand, while spraying and machinery could also be used at a higher cost.  

 

Both gentlemen seemed to believe that implementation of the plan would likely be a two 

year effort, seasonally dependent.  

 

The next item on the agenda was Executive Session to discuss real estate matters. A 

motion to convene such was made by Mr. Borowy, Seconded by Mr. Pocock and passed 

with all in favor at 5:02 PM. Executive Session ended at 5:23.  

 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Pocock, Seconded by Mr. Brumback; 

passed with all in favor at 5:23. 

 

 

 

 

 


